Dr . Grace B. Mo s e

Director of IWHI
Family Planning Advocates of NYS

Education Fund of

Family Planning Advocates of NYS
17 Elk Street

Albany, NY 12207

Phone: (518) 438408

Fax: (518) 4360004
www.edfundfpa.org

Okongo



|l e circumcision (F

mutilation (FGM); female genital cutting

nNnFema
(FGC).
WHO d

efines FGM as nany

complete or partial removal or alteration of
female external genitalia for non medical

reasons. T
but cultura

NIS IS not done for medical reasons
. It therefore violates the human

rights and harms the bodily integrity of

wWo men.

0



A practice that presents special gynecological
conditions.

The ritual iIs common in many countries In
Africa some being the origin of refugees
(Sudan, Somali, Ethiopia, Liberia).

Type of surgery differs from community to
community.

Not all communities do this, so providers are
asked not to assume.



Preference by at least 28 countries in Africa.

Also some countries In Asia, Middle East.

Immigrants in Europe, the US and Canada.

At least 120 and 140 million women have
been mutilated world wide.

2 Million women at risk each year.



Estimates in 2000 census indicate that about
228,000 women and girls have gone through
or are at risk.

1990 to 2000 number of risk grew by 35% In
the US.

More than 165,000 females living in US over
18 years have gone through FGM or are
considered at risk.

27% of females under 18 years are at risk.

Source:Af ri can Womenodés Health Center (AWHC) at
http://www.brighamandwomens.org/africanwomenscenter/research.aspx



State Total Under 18 |Over 18
California |38,353 9,631 28,722
New York |25,949 7,675 18,274
Virginia 17,980 4,312 13,669
Maryland 16,264 4,466 11,798
Minnesota |13,196 3,691 9,505
Texas 13,100 3,790 9,310
SourceAf ri can Womends Health Center
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FGM: Types of Surgeries

Before Surgery

Source:Maendeleo Ya
Wanawake Organization
(MYWO), Nairobi, Kenya




1. Clitoridectomy or Sunna;
Removal of the hood of the clitoris
with or without removal of part or
all of the clitoris. Least severe and
IS practiced in Somalia, Sudan,

:

Source. Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Organization (MYWOQO), Nairobi,
Kenya



Involves removal of
the hood of the
clitoris together with
part or all labia
minora.

Source:Maendeleo Ya Wanawake
Organization (MYWO), Nairobi,
Kenya



FGM Type 3:Infibulation

Involves the removal of part or

all of the external female

genitalia including the clitoris,
labia minora and labia majora,
and stitching and /or narrowing

of the vaginal opening, leaving a
small hole for urine and

menstrual flow. In order to close
the vulva, thorns and herbal paste
are used. The girls legs are tied

for week to enable healing.

Source:Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Organization
(MYWO), Nairobi, Kenya



It presents Immec
term complications:

and gynecological,
nealthcare.

late, intermediate and long
phyS|caI psychological,
Impacts on quality

t Is a human rights issue.

~inding a workable eradication strategy has
peen difficulty In most communities despite

global debates, media coverage, and
Intellectual discussions.

Historical resistance to abolition, some from
prominent persons.



Trauma; Anxiety; Depression.
Hemorrhage, (may lead to death).
Infections (may result in tetanus).
Urine retention (in infibulations).
Ulceration of the genital region.

HIV transmission due to instrument sharing.



Long Term Health/Physical Consequence

% Cysts and abscesses

@ Keloid scar formation

% Urinary Incontinence, infections
% In some cases-painful sex

¢ Difficulties at birth due to obstruction



Example of effect of infibulations




Doctors/staff get freaked out: Oh my, what
nappened to you? | have never seen anything
Ike this before! Or did you burn yourself?

This Is scary to the patient-struggle to
explain.

Self restraint on the part of provider/staff is
very helpful.






