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General Black Population 

Ç Blacks make 13.5% of US Population-majority 
African Americansð13.5 in 
2007(http://www.cdc.gov/omhd/Highlights/
Highlight.htm)

Ç Derive much support from extended family

Ç Enter the health care system with a vigilant 
demeanor

Ç Inherent distrust of the health care system, less 
satisfaction with the provider -patient relationship, 
and a perception that health care providers are 
not as attentive or interested in their health care 
needs



ÇAfrican American women are less likely 
to receive health care than white 
women

Ç When they do receive care, they are 
more likely to receive it late. For 
example, African American mothers 
were twice as likely to have late or no 
prenatal care compared to white 
mothers in 2004. 

Examples of Important 
Health Disparities 



Health Disparities

Ç In 2006, African Americans had the highest 
age-adjusted all-causes death rate of all 
races/ethnicities. (http://www.cdc.gov/omhd/Highlights/Hi
ghlight.htm) 

Ç In addition, African Americans had the 
highest age-adjusted death rate for heart 
disease, cancer, diabetes, and HIV/AIDS 

Ç 2007-blacks 13.5% but accounted for 51 % 
of the estimates new HIV/AIDS diagnosis in 
34 states (http://www.cdc.gov/omhd/Highlights/Highlight.htm)



Ç In 2008, African American Adults were 
almost 4 times as likely to be obese as Asian 
Adults, (African American: 36.1%, White: 

26.5%( http://www.cdc.gov/omhd/Highlights/Highlight.htm )

Ç African American women were particularly 
impacted, with 42.1% of African American 
women 18 years of age and over obese in 
2008.

Ç Obesityðleads to multiple problemsðe.g. 
pregnancy issues, developing many diseases 

Health Disparities 
(cdc.gov)



Ç Combining all age groups, white (non-
Hispanic) women are more likely to develop 
breast cancer than black women. 

Ç However, black women are more likely to 
die of breast cancer than white women. 
(national breast cancer coalition-
http://www.stopbreastcancer.org (2009)

Ç African American women are more likely 
than all other women to die from breast 
cancer. (womenôs health.gov)

Health Disparities 


